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At home, as well as on foreign missions, Bismarck
found opportunity for promoting William over his
father's head. He obtained the Emperor's leave for
William to enter the Foreign Office and gain experience
in the handling of international relations. Under his rule
the Foreign Office was nothing more than a department
in the Chancellor's Office, and never had the Crown
Prince been admitted into its outermost antechamber.
Now his son was to be taught, under Bismarck's tuition,
all that he himself had never been permitted to learn.
To him that must perhaps have been the most stinging
of all these casual but deliberate slights : it was as if his
name was being erased from the succession, for indeed
William was being treated as if he were heir apparent.
For the first time under these ignorings of himself, the
Crown Prince made a protest, but it was perhaps his
wife's bitterness rather than his own which prompted
it, for the sentiments and their expression are precisely
those which occur so continually in her letters to the
Queen about William's delinquencies. The protest ran:

' In view of the immaturity as well as the inexperience
of my eldest son together with his tendency to over-
bearingness and self-conceit, I cannot but frankly regard
it as dangerous to allow him at present to take any part
in foreign affairs.' x

It was very unwise. The Chancellor's chief object in
putting William into the Foreign Office was to make his
parents feel their insignificance, and he was pleased to
know that the thrust had gone home. How illogical,
too, was the ' Englanderin' ! She gave William's in-
experience as a reason why he should not be put in the
way of getting experience ! He replied that such were

1 Ludwig, Kaiser Wilhelm llt p. 21.